Approved For Mease 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP81R0056flgp001 00030026-1 


STATINTL 


28 January 1953 


STATINTL VIA AIR MAIL 


Dear Bob : 


Many thanks for your latter of SO January. A copy of the Banal 
report, liate of personnel ooaceraed and evidence received an tain# 
forwarded to you via another channel* 


She report la on its way up the ladder with our concurrence and 
conclusion* and ream— ndetlcma . I do not ballave that a net® Panel 
meeting will be indicated next week. However, we shall hope to sea 
you Friday afternoon, 6 February, to bring yon up to data on official 
action. Fred's nano has been delayed in c ample tiun but will be 
available at that tine. Action fa being taken on the requeete in 
your telegram of 2 2 January. 


And so, until next weak. 


Cordially yours. 


Distribution : </ 

Opna/SI - 2 ; . -y , 

Admin/SI - 1 
AD/SI -1 V 


Signed: H, Marshall Ch«sdwd! 

H. Marshall Chadwell 
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Bama&arlog your request to bw leapt informed of say progress in 
th* problem of unidentified flying objects," this latter will trine 
you op to dot*. 

Loot Bovenfcer, the section of the Air Technical Intelligence Center 
charged with investigation of reports of sightings presented a states 
briefing at the Agency. Baaed open the evidence presented, the subject 
was discussed at a December meeting of the Intelligence Advisory Cce- 
alttee (CIA, Amy, Bevy, Air Fores, Joint Staff, State, ABC, end FBI). 

At that time it was recoameodad that CIA should assemble a penal of 
highly qualified personnel to examine the problem end its ramifications. 
Particular eonpet easy in the fields of physics, radar and aatrewowy was 
believed desirable. 


Vs sere fortunate to obtain the services of especially qualified 
awn, I believe you will agree. Enclosed for your inforraatloc are copies 
of the report submitted by the Panel end related naterlal. Ve concur in 
the conclusions and reeounsndstloes of the Panel, and are foswscdiag the 
report to appropriate authorities. Since the problems related to this 
subject appear to be operational rather then Intellig en ce in nature, we 
will be concerned only indirectly in the future. Ho we ver , if there are 
any development* in Which we believe yon might be interested, we shall 
lnfoni yew. Incidentally, knowledge of soy Interest of CIA in the subject 
of "flying saucers* has been eareffcOJy restricted, la view of probable 
misunderstanding if it were publicly knows. 


With beet wishes. 


Enclosures: 

1. Panel Report 

2. List of Personnel 
3- Evidence presented 


Distribution: 


Awreve 
OSI :7d»/«w-(37Jan53 ) 


Cordially yours. 

Signer!- H Marsha!' Ch-'rV 

M. Marshall Chedwell 


Assistant Director 
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Part I* History of Hastings of Penal 1 

Part II* CoEEaonts and Suggestions of Panel 7 


Part I* History of Hastings of Panel 1 

Part II 8 Comments and Suggestions of Panel 7 

General 7 

On lack of Danger 3 

Mr Pore© Reporting System 9 

Artifacts of Extraterrestial Origin 10 

Treaonton, Utah, Sighting 11 

Potential Delated Dangers 15 

Geographic Locations of Unexplained 

Sightings 15 

Instrumentation to Obtain Data 16 

Radar Problem of Mitual Interference 18 

Unexplained Cosmic Ray Phenomena 19 

Educational Program 19 

Unofficial Investigating Groups 23 

Increase in Humber of Sightings 24 

'Report of Panel Tab A 

List of Personnel Concerned with Meetings Tab 3 

List of Documentary Evidence Presented Tab C 
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Sssusdty Xofoonaation 


16 Fetaiasy 1953 


I®€3RAM)UM FCEs Assistant Direst®? for Scientific latelligeiKi® 
SRQM 8 25X1 A 


s Report off ifestings of the Offio© of Se ientifi© 
latolligoas® Ssientifl© Advisory Parol ess 
UsMqntlflad Klylsg ObjcctG 5 Jamary 24 *> 3J3 S 1953 


Bsq pspps-s© off this Esseroafea is to presorts 
Qo A teief hlsfcasy ©£ th© isaatings of th© O/Sl Advisory Banal 
Qa Unidentified Flying Objects (Bart X) 9 
b 0 4a tSBoifioial sapplcsESSt to tho official Pen©! Report t® 
AD/S2 sotting forth ecsEoats and suggestions of tbs Panel 
Mtmb&oB which thsy b@li.svsd wsro inapproprieto fcs? inslusXcE 
in the ffcmsJ. report (Pert XX) 0 


Aft si 1 consideration ' ©f the sub jest ©f R mid< 3 atified flying 
©bj@etf3 w at th© 4 December seating of the Batellig®ng<3 Advisssy 
0e-nsaittG©g tho followiflg aation was agreed s 

®f'h© rests? ©f Central SnfcaXXigens© wills 

a 0 ^sSJLst tli© a®rvie©s ®i s®loeteS scientists to 
review and appraise th© available sra'ifienee £a th© 
light ©f portinsat seieatifi® theories o**,,® 




blissing th© delegation ©f this action t© th© Assistant 


Birest©? for Ssisstlfi© XatelHgeno© and preliminary investigation^ 
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as Chairman of the Panel « 


the evidence available and requested consideration of specific 
reports and letters be taken by certain individuals present {Tab B) 0 
For example, case histories involving radar or radar and visual 
fflght^ng fl were selected for while reports of Green 

Fireball phenomena p nocturnal lights, and suggested programs of 
investigation were routed to following these remarks, 

the motion pictures of the sightings at Trenonton, Utah (2 July 1952) 
and Great Rills, Montana (15 August 1950) Hire ihtwn. The nesting 


25X1A 


adjourned at 1200 o 


The second meeting of the Band, opened at 1400 o I*t* R« S„ 
Reasham, USN, and Mr* Barry Woo of the USH Kioto Interpretation 
laboratory, Anac ostia, presented the results of their analyses of 
the. films mentioned above 0 This analysis evoked considerable 


discussion as elaborated upon below* Besides Panel members and 


25X1A 


CIA personnel, Capt* E. J* Ruppelt, Dr. J, Allen %nak 

Capt. Harry B. Smith (2-a-2), and Dr* Stephan Possony 


were present. 


Following the Photo Interpretation lab presentation,, 

VSco E. J. Ruppelt spoke for about 40 minutes on ATIC methods of 
hnn>m™g and evaluating reports of sightings and their efforts to 
i ffl p ptnm the quality of reports* The meeting was adjourned at 1715 o 
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Tho third and fourth meetings of the Panel were held Thursday* 
15 January* commencing at 0900 with a two-hour break for luncheon* 
Besides Panel members and CIA personnel, Mr* Ruppolt and Dr* Ifyaek 
were present for both sessions.* In the morning* Mr, Ruppolt con- 
tinued his briefing on ATIC collection and analysis procedures*. 

The Project STORK support at Bettelle Memorial Institute* Columbus* 
was described by Dr, Hynek, A cumber of case histories ware dis- 
cussed is detail and a motion picture film of seagulls was shewn, 

A two hour break for lunch was taken at 1200, 

wmsLmmm 

At 1400 hours gave a 40-minute briefing of 

Project TWINKLE* the investigatory project conducted by the Air 
Force Meteor ©logical Research Center at Cambridge* tfass® In this 
briefing he pointed out the many problems of setting up and naming 
24-hour instrumentation watches of patrol cameras searching for 
sightings of U,F,0, 4 »o 

At 1615 Brig, Gen, William M, Garland joined the meeting with 
AD/SI. General Garland expressed his support of the Panel 3 s 
efforts and stated three personal opinions % 

a. That greater use of Air Fores iatelligeme officers in 

the field (for follow-up investigation) appeared desirable* 
but that they required thorough briefing, 
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bo That vigorous effort should be node to declassify as many 


of the reports as possible,, 

Co That some iaereaos in the AT S3 section devoted to B«Fo0 0 


analysis was indicated 0 


This meeting was adjourned at 1700 „ 


Tha fifth session of the Banal convened at 0900 with the same 


personnel present as enumerated for Thursday (with the eosception 
of Brigo Gen 0 Garland) o 

Fvm, 0900 - 1000 there was general discussion sad study ef 


reference mater ielo Also p Dr 0 Hynek read a prepared paper making 


aortaia observations and conclusions o At 1000 


gave a 


25X1 A 


briefing on his fifteen months experience in Washington as 


Office for UoF o 0 o 3 a and his personal conclusions 0 There was 


considerable discussion of individual ease histories of sightings 


to which he referred o Following 


presentation,, a 25X1 A 


number of additional ease histories were examined and discussed 


with 


Ruppeltj, and Rynek* The meeting adjourned 


at 3200 for luncheon^ 


This session opened at 1400 0 Besides Panel members and CIA 


personnel j Br<> Eynek was pres eat 0 


as Panel 


25X1A 


Msmber* was present at this meeting for the first timeo Progress 


of the meetings ms reviewed by the Panel Chairman and tentative 
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iUoasssluflions reached 0 A general discussion followed and tentative 
reaoMmendations considered » It was abroad that the Chairman should 
draft a report of the Panel to AD/SI that evening for review by the 
Panel the next Earning <> The meeting adjourned at 1715 * 

At 0945 the Chairman opened the seventh session and submitted 
* rough draft of the Panel Report to tho members* This draft had 
been reviewed and approved ear lisr by The next two 25X1 A 

and ono^half hours were consumed In dieeuasion and revision of th® 
draft o At 1100 the AD/SI joined the meetiiig and reported that fcs 
had shown and discussed a copy of the Initial rough draft to 
the Director of Intelligence* 0SAT, whose reaction was favorable,, At 
1200 the meeting was adjourned* 

SATDRDAY ATTERKOOJf 

At 1400 the eighth and final meeting of the Panel was opened, 
Discussion and rewording of certain sentences of the Report occupied 
the first hour* CA copy of the firm! report is appended a§ Tab C 0 ) 

This was followed by & review of work accomplished by th© Panel 
and restatement of individual Panel Members opinions and suggestions 
on details that were felt inappropriate for inclusion in the formal 
report,, It was agreed that the writer would incorporate these 
comments in an internal report to the AD/SI 0 The material below 
represents this information* 
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£9§gL xx? ft OMMESTS SHuGESTIORS OF PARSE. 

mmh 

The Panel Members were impressed (as have bean ethers* inalud” 

0/SI personnel) in the lank of sound data in the great majority 
of ease histories; also* in the lack of speech fellowoup due primarily 
to the modest size limited facilities of the AT IS section concerned© 
A fv^ T Tg the cose histories of eigElficant sightings discussed in detail 
were the followings 

Belief ontaine, Ohio (1 August 1952); Traaonton, Utah (2 July 1952); 

Great falls * Montana (15 August 1950); Taak* Montana (1 September 

1952); Washington, D© 0 o area (19 July 1952); and Haneda A©F 0 B a , 

Japan (5 August 1952) * Pert Kurort* Michigan (29 July 1952) ; and 

Presque Isle* Main© (10 Ootober 1952) © 

After review and discussion of these cases (and about 15 others* 
in less detail), the Panel concluded that reasonable explanations 
could be suggested for most sightings ®by deduction and scientific 
method it could be induced (given additional data) that other eases 
might be in a similar affirm®?®© The Panel pointed out that 

because of the brevity of seme sightings (e«g© 2®3 seconds) and the 
inability of the witnesses to express themselves clearly (semantics) 
that conclusive explanations could not be expected for ©very case 
reported© Furthermore, it was considered that, normally, it would 
be a great waste of effort to try to solve aa>3t of the sightings, 
unless such action would benefit a training and educational pragma 
(sea below)© The writings of Charles Fort were referenced to show 
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that "strange things Isa the shy® had been recorded fee* tadreds of 
years* It appeared ©hvioras that there tsas n® aingl© ©ssplanatlea 
for a majority of the things oseao The preacne© ©f radar and astro®* 
nealeal specialists ea the Basal proved of vs3sm at one© in their 
confidant rseegnition of phenomena related to their fields 0 It u<m 
apparent that specialists in such additional fields as psychology^ 
GQt©oro!ogy 9 aerodynamics*, ornithology and military air operations 
tisuld extend the ability of tlao Jhnol to recognise Easy ear© ©at®*- 
gories of littlo^hB^-jn g&encmen&o 

mjMLJM jmm 

The Banal scneluded ttm^too naly that there ms eo ®vid©s®a sf 
q direct threat to nations! security in th® objects sighted., 

Instances of K Foo Fighter© 53 wore cited* These were unexplained 
phenomena sight®! by air omit pilots during- World War II la both 
European and Far last theaters ©f operation wherein "balls of light" 
would fly near or with the aircraft and aaaauwer rapidly* They were 
believed to be electrostatic (s i lailgg t© St* F0.ffio e e fir©) es* electro** 
magnetic phencsiena sr possibly light reflections from ice crystals 
in the afr 0 bet their esssnst sans® or nature was never defined^ Beth. 

V 

25X1 A beet coszocraod is invesiigatioa of 

those phenomena* but David T 0 Griggs (Erefescer ©f Gccphysies at 
the University of California at Is, *3 Jingo!®©) is bellowed to hare 

bean the mast knewledgeabl® person ©a this subject* 2f the tam 
ra flying saucers" had bean popular in 1943 «* 1945 9 theso objects would 
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h&v© boon so labeled* It was interesting that in at least two 25X1 A 
eases reviewed that the object sighted was categorized by 

as probably "Foo Fighters®, to date unexplained bat not 
dangerousj they were not happy thus to dismiss the sightings by 
calling them names® It was their feeling that these phenomena aro 
not beyond the domain of present knowledge of physical science^ however 0 




It was the Panel s opinion that some of the Air Force concern 
over U,F a 0 o # s (notwithstanding Air Defense Command anxiety over fast 
radar tracks) was probably caused by public pressure* The result 


today, is that the Air Force has instituted a fine channel for 


receiving reports of nearly anything anyone sees in the sky and 


fails to understand* This has been particularly encouraged in popup* 


lar articles on this and other subjects, such as space travel and 
science fiction* The result is the mass receipt of low-grade reports 


which tend to overload channels of communication with material quite 
irrelevant to hostile objects that might some day appear* The Panel 


agreed generally that this mass of poor-quality r sport a^oontaining 


little, if any, scientific data was of no value* Quite the opposite. 


it was possibly dangerous in having a military service foster public 
concern in "nocturnal meandering lights* * The implication being, 
since the interested agency was military, that these objects were 


or might be potential direct threats to national security* Accord- 
iEgly» the need for doempfaasization made itself apparent* Ccmsoants 


cn a possible educational .program ere enumerated below < 
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officer (Project Officer, BIB EBOOK for 15 months) could not be 
slighted* However, the Panel could not accept any of the eaaes 
sighted ty him because they were raw, unevaluated reports <, 

Terrestrial e xp la n ations of the sightings were suggested in some 
cases and in others the time of sighting was so short as to cause 
suspicion of visual impressions c It was noted and 25X1 A 

others that extraterrestrial artifacts, if they did exist, are no 
cause for alarms rather, they are in the realm of natural phenomena 
subject to scientific study, just as cosmic rays were at the time 
of their discovery 20 to 30 years ago* This was an attitude in 
25x1 A vhich^^^^^^^J did not concur, as he felt that sush artifacts 
would be of immediate and great concern not only to the U„ S„ but 
to all countries* (Nothing like a common threat to unite peoples!) 

^' /V: ' ■ " noted that present astronomical knowledge of the solar 

% 

system makes the existence of intelligent beings (as we know the 
term) elsewhere than on the earth extremely unlikely, and the 
concentration of their attention by any controllable means confined 
to any one continent of the earth quite preposterous* 

TRBPNTOH* UTAH. SIGHT IKS 

This case was considered significant because of the excellent 
documentary evidence in the form of Kbdachrom© motion picture films 
(about 1600 frames) 0 The Panel studied these films, th® case history, 
■fiTTC 8 ® Interpretation, and received a briefing by representatives of 
the USN Photo Interpretation laboratory cm their analysis of the 
film* This team had expended (at Air Force request} appro ximat ely 
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2000 nan-houra of professional and sub-professional time In the 
preparation of graph plots of individual frames of the film* show- 
ing apparent and relative notion of objects and variation in their 
light intensity o lb was Idle opinion of the F.I«L a representatives 
that the objects sighted were not birds, balloons or aircraft, 
were *not reflections because there was no blinking while passing 
through 60° of are” and were, therefore, B self-luminous* <> ELote of 
notion and variation in light intensity of the objects war® di@» 
playedo While the Fanel Members war® impressed by th© ©vidosst 
enthusiasm, industry and escheat of effort of the PdJU te®a p they 
could not accept the conclusions reached* Seme of th© reasons for 
this were as follows « 

a 0 A Bend-spherical object can readily produce a roflestism 
of sunlight without R blinking 3 through 60 ® of arc travel., 
b 0 Although no data was available on th® B albed© B of birds cs? 
polyethylene balloons in bright sunlight, th© appsrsaxt 
actions, sicos and brightnesses of th® objects were 
considered Strongly to suggest birds, porti-eularly aft®? 
th® Panel viewed a short film showing high reflectivity 
of seagulls in bright sunlight* 

©o P.IcLo description of th© objects sighted aa ^cSrsular, 
bluishawhite" in color would be ospasted in eases of 
specular reflections of sunlight from convex surfaeas wher® 
th® brilll&a©® of th© reflection would obseur© other portions 
of the objecta 
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d. Objects in the Great Falls ease were believed to have 

probably been aircraft, and the bright lights such reflections* 
e* there was no valid reason for the attempt to relate the objects 
to the Treoonfcon sighting to those in the Great Falls sight* 
logo This say have been due to misunderstanding in their 
directive* The objects in the Groat Falls sighting are 
strongly suspected of being reflections of aircraft known to 


have been in the area* 


to The intensity change in the Tremonton lights was too great 
for acceptance of the P*I*L* hypothesis that the apparent 
motion and changing intensity of the lights indicated extremely 
high speed in small orbital paths* 

g* Apparent lack of guidance of investigators by those familiar 
'with U.F.O* reports and explanations • 
ho Analysis of light intensity of objects made from duplicate 
rather than original fila<> The original film was noted to 
have a inch lighter background {affecting relative brightness 
of object) and the objects appeared much less bright* 
io Method of obtaining data of light intensity appeared faulty 
because of unsuitability of equipment and questionable 
assumptions in ranking averages of readings* 

jo No data had been obtained on the sensitivity of Kodachrea© 
film to light of various intensities using the same camera 


type at the same lens openings* 
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ko Band R jittor 3 frequencies (obtainable Press, early part of 
Traaorrfcoa film) were not removed from the plots of the 
"single pass plots" at the end of the fills* 

The Basel believed strongly that the data available on this 
sighting ms sufficient for positive Identification if further data 
is obtained by photographing polyethylene "pillow® balloons released 
sear the site under similar weather conditions^ checking bird flight 
and reflection characteristics with competent ornithologists and 
calculating apparent "G" farces acting upon objects from their apparent 
tracks o It was concluded that the nmaulte of such tests would prob- 
ably lead to creditable explanations of value in an educational ®r 
training prograao However® the Panel noted that th© cost in technical 
manpower effort required to follow up and ‘explain every ens of th® 
thousand or mors reports received through channels each year (1 0 9QO in 
1952) could not be justified* It was felt that there will always be 
sightings® for which complete data to lacktogp that can only b® 
explained with disproportionate effort and with a long tisas delay ? if 
at alio Th© long daisy in explaining a sight Jag tends to elimimt© 
any iateUigence value* Tfea educational ®r tr a i n ing p rogrsa should 
have as a major purpose th® elimination of popular feeling that every 
sighting® no matter hew poor the data® must be explained in detailo 
Attention should b© directed to the requirement among scientist® that 
a new phone»®na 8 t© be accepted 9 must b® completely ami comteiagly 
eeevman'to&o I a other v ©rda 9 the burden of pr oof is cm the sight®*® 
not th® explainer, 
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POTENTIAL RELATED Vmm 

The Panel Members were in agreement with 0/SI opinion that„ 
althou gh evidence of any direst threat from these sightings was 
wholly lacking c related dangers might well erist resulting from? 
a & Misidentifieation of actual enemy artifacts by defense 
personnel o 

be Overloading of emergency reporting channels with "false* 

information ("noise to signal ratio" analogy«^^^^^| 25X1 A 
©o Subjectivity of public to mass hysteria and greater vul® 
nerability to possible enemy psychological warfare o 
Although act the concern of CIA S the first two of these problems 
may seriously affect the Air Defense intelligence system,, a ad shouM 
be studied by exports* possibly under ADC® If U n F o 0 o 9 8s besoms di®-» 
credited in a reaction to the "flying saucer" ecare 0 or if report*® 
iwg whayimni a are saturated with false and poorly documented reports,, 
our capability of detecting hostile activity will be reduced® 

25X1 A that more eompotaai screening or filtering of reported 

sighting® at or near the source is required* and that this can beat 
bo accomplish ed by an educational program® 

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS OF DHEXPMINED SXGHTIljBS 

The map prepared by ATIC showing geographic locations ©f officially 
reported unexplained sightings (1952 only) was examined by the Panel® 
This map showed clusters in certain strategic areas such as Los Alamos® 
This might be explained on the basis of 24*»hour watchful guard and 
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awar eness of security measures Bear such locations 0 On the other 
hand, there had bean no sightings in the vicinity of sensitive 
related AE establishments while there were occasionally multiple 
cases of unexplained sightings in nom-strategic areas a Furthermore e 
there appeared to be no logical relationship to population centers « 

The Panel could find no ready explanation far these clusters <. It 
was noted P however* that if terrestrial artifacts were to be observed 
it would be likely that they would be seen first near foreign areas 
rather than central U, S* 

INSTRUMENTATION TO OBTAIN DATA 

The Panel was of the opinion that the present AT 1G program to 
place 100 inexpensive 35 ram® stereo cameras in the hands of various 
airport control tower operators would probably produce little valu- 
able data related to U o F o O 0 9 s a However* it was recognized that 
such action would tend to allay public concern in the subject until 
an educational program had taken effect® It was believed that pro- 
curement of these cameras was partly the result of public pressure 
in July 1952 o With the poor results of the year-long Project 
TWINKLE program of 24-hour instrumentation watch (two frames of 
film showing nothing distinguishable) * a widespread program of sky- 
watching would not be expected to yield much direct data of value 0 

There was considerable discussion of a possible "sky patrol® by 2 5X1 A 
amateur astronomers (Hynsk) and by wide-angle cameras 
and pointed out that at present a considerable fraction 

SECRET 
Security Information 

Approved For Release 2001/08/07 :°li&=RDP81R00560R0001 00030026-1 






Approved For Base 2001/08/07 : Cl A-RDP8 1 R00560B0 100030026-1 
W SECRET 

Security Information 

of the sky is now-and haa been tor many yearS‘-« | under surveillance 
every clear night in several meteor and aurora observing programs as 
w ail as alty mapping programs at tho various locations listed bo low 0 
Although the attention of those astronomers is largely directed 
toward identified rather than unidentified objects# no case of any 25X1 A 
striking unidentified object is known to^^^^^^or Dr« Ifynekc Such 

an object would most certainly be reported if found on patrol plates o 

/ 

A ease was cited where an astronomer refused to interrupt his 
exposure in order to photograph an alleged sighting in a different 
part of the sky. This led Dr» Ifyack to say that, if a program of 
wat ching could be an adjunct of planned astronomical programs, little 
oost would be involved and that the trained astronomical personnel 
Bight photograph a sighting of an unidentified objeoto 

The location of some of these programs and their directors are 
believed to bag 

ao Harvard University, Cambridge and Hew MsadLco (meteor patrol) — 
Whipple o 

b e Tsrkes Observatory, University of Chicago end Fort Davis* Texas 
(several program®) — Meinel (aurorae) , Kuiper (asteroids) , 

Morgan (vide angle camera)*. 
c„ University of Alaska, Fairbanks (aurorae)-~Elvey 
d. Dominion Observatory, Ottawa (meteors)— Hillman 
a, Palomsr Observatory, California (sky map) —Minkowski 
fo Idek Observatory, California (sky map)«-Shane 
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It was agreed by the Panel that no government-sponsor od program 
Of optical nation-wide shy patrol is worthwhile at the present time, 
nr>A that the encouragement of eoateur astronomers to undertake such 
a program might have the adverse effect of aver - emphasising "flying 
saucer" stories in the public mlndo However , the issue of radar ®scope 
cameras for recording peculiar radar echoes would serve several pur- 
poses • Including the batter understanding of radar interference aa 
well as identification of U o F o 0o 8 s« 

RADAR PROBLEM OF MPTPAL mERTEREHCg 

This characteristic problem of radar operation wherein the pals© 
signal (of approximately the same frequency) from station A may be 
pic ked up on the screen of station B and show as a high-speed track 
cr series of dots was recognized to have probably caused a number of 
UoF o 0o reports o This problem was underlined by information received 
indicating ABC concern In solving this problem of signal identification 
before service use of very high-speed aircraft or guided missiles 

believed that one answer to this problem 
was the use of a "doppler filter" in the receiving circuit e 
suggested that the problem might be better solved by the use of a 25X1 A 
"controlled jitter" wherein the operator receiving "vary fast tracks" 

(on the order of 1000- 10»000 m 0 p e h») would operate a circuit which 
would alter slightly his station °o pulse frequency rate 0 If the signal 
received on the screen had teen caused by mutual interference with 
another station 9 the track would now show itself at a different distance 
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troz the center of the screen* If it still appeared at alio 
felt rraoh a technical solution was simpler and would cost much less than 


& "dopple? filter* o 




Two reported cases were examined s one at Palomar Mountain* California* 
la October 1949 9 when cosmic rcy counters went 53 off scale for a few seconds" * 
apparently while a of flying saucers was observed visual lyg and "-wo* a 
series of observations by the "Los Alamos Bird Watchers Association? from 
August 1950 to Januar y 1951* when cosmic ray coincidence counters behaved 
queer ly„ Circuit diagrams and records were available for the latter* and 
was able quickly to point out that the recorded data were 
undoubtedly dim to instrumental effects that would have been recognised 


as such by more experienced observers# 


The Implication that radioactive effects were correlated with 
unidentified flying objects in these two cases was* therefore* rejected 


by the Panel# 


The Panel 9 s concept of a broad educational program integrating 
efforts of all concerned agencies mo that it should have two major 


alas* training and "debunking", 


The training aim would result in proper recognition of n nasally 
illuminated objects (e«go* balloons 8 aircraft reflections) as well as 
natural phenomena (meteors* fireballs* mirages* noctilucent clouds) o 


Both visual wad radar recognition are concerned# There would be many 
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levels in such education ft on enlisted personnel to command end research 
personnel® Relative emphasis and degree of explanation of different 
programs would correspond to the categories of duty (oogas trader operators 
pilo ts; control tower operators 3 Ground Observer Corps psrsoanelj and 
officers and enlisted men in ether categories 0 5 This training should 
result in a marked reduction in reports caused by saisidenfcification 
md resultant ocafusiccxo 

Tha^dobunklag* aim would result in reduction in public interest 
in B flying saucers" which today ©voices a strong psychological reactlon 0 
This education could be accomplished by mass media such as tal 3 vlsion ? 
action pictures a and popular articles® Basis of such education would 
ba actual case histories which had beon pussling at first but later 
explained® Aa in the case of conjuring tricks 9 there is mush leas 
stimulation if the "secret" is lasown 3 Such a program should tend to 
reduce the current g ullibilit y of th© public said consequently thoir 
ausseptibility to clover hostile propaganda o The Panel noted that the 
general absence of Russian propaganda based on a subject with so may 
obvious possibilities for exploitation might indicate a passible Russian 
official policy,, 

Members of tho Panel had various suggestions related to the plan® 
aisg of euoh an educational program® It was felt strongly that 
psychologists familiar with mass psychology should advise on the nature 
and extent of the program,. In this connections Br» Kadl^ Gaatril 
(Rrincstcn University) ms suggested® Gsmtril authored "Scvasion fresa 
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Mars"* (a study in the psychology of panic , written about the famous 
Orson Welles radio broadcast in 1938) and has since performed advanced 
laboratory studies in the field of perception® The names of Don Marquis 
(University of Michigan) and Iso Rest ©a were mentioned as possibly 
suitable as consultant psychologists 0 Also B someone f am i l i a r with 
mass eoBBfflmiication techniques® perhaps an advertising export® would be 
helpful® Arthur Godfrey was mentioned as possibly a valuable channel 25X1 
of ecHBEunication reaching' a mass audience ©f certain levels® 
suggested the U 0 S 0 Navy (OHR) Special Devices Center 8 Sands Point® L 0 lo » 
as a potent ially valuable organization to assist in such an educational 
program® The t eaching techniques used by this agency for aircraft 
identification during the past war was cited as an example of a similar 
educational task® The Jam Handy Co® which made World War II training 
films (motion picture and elide strips) was also suggested® as well as 
Walt Disney® Inc® animated cartoons® Dr® Ifynak suggested that the 
stsg&teur astronomers in the U® S® might be a potential source of enthusi®* 
astie talen t B to spread the gospel® « It was believed that business 
slabs e Mgh schools® colleges® and television stations would all be 
pleased to cooperate in the showing of documentary type motion pictures 
if prepared in an interesting manner® The use of true cases showing 
first the ‘‘mystery® and then the "©xpl&nation® would be forcefulo 
To plan and execute such a program® the Panel believed was no 
TTHsan task® The current investigatory group at ATIC would® of necessity® 
have to b© closely integrated for support with respect to not only the 
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historical cases bub the currant ones, Becent cases are probably much 
aora susceptible to explanation than older ones? first , because of 
ATIC 9 s experience and, secondly,, their knowledge of most plausible 
explanations, The Panel believed that sane expansion of the ATIC effort 
would certainly be required to support such a program. It was believed 
inappropriate to state exactly how large a Table of Organization would 
be required. Captain Ruppelt of ATIC unofficially proposed, for purposes 
of analyzing and evaluating reports* 

a e An analysts 0 panel of four officers 

b* Four officer investigators 

Co A briefing officer 

do An ADC liaison officer 

©a A weather and balloon data officer 

to An astronomical consultant 

g c A Group Leader, with administrative assistant, file clerks and 
stenographers. 

This proposal met with generally favorable cement. The Panel 
believed that 3 with ATIC 9 s support, the educational program of "train- 
ing and debanking” outlined above might be required for a minimum of 
one and on©-half to two years. At the end of this time, the dangers 
related to "flying saucsrs" Should have been greatly reduced if not 
eliminated. Cooperation from other military services and agencies 
concerned (e.g®, Federal Civil Defense Administration) would be a 
necessity. In Investigating significant cases (such as the Tressonton, 
Utah, sighting) , controlled experiments might be required , An example 
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would be the photographing of "pillow helicons" at different distances 
under similar weather conditions at the aiteo 

The help of one or two psychologists and writers and a subcontractor 
to produce training films would be necessary in additions The Panel 
considered that ATIC®b efforts,, temporarily expanded as necessary, , 
could be most useful in implementing any action taken as a result of 
its recommendations* Experience and records in ATIC would be of value 
in both the public educational and service training program envisaged* 
25X1 A least was of the opinion that after public gullibility 

lessened and the service organizations, such as ADC, had been trained 
to sift cut the more readily explained spurious sightings^, there would 
still be a role for a very modest -sized ATIG section to cope with the 
residuum of items of possible scientific intelligence value* This 
section should concentrate on energetically following up (perhaps on 
the advice of qualified Air Force Scientific Advisory Board members) 
those cases which seemed to indicate the evidence of unconventional 
enemy artifacts* Reports of such artifacts would be expected to 
arise mainly from Western outposts In far closer proximity to the 
Iron Curtain than Lubbock* Texas? 

UNOFFICIAL INVESTIGATED GROT? PS 

The Panel took cognizance of the existence of such groups as th® 
"Civilian Flying Saucer Investigators" (Los Angeles) and the "Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organization (Wisconsin)** It was believed that 
such organisations should be etched because of their potentially 
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REPORT OP THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL 
ON 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


TAB A 


JAN 1 7 1953 


Released in MORI 


1, Pursuant to the request of the Assistant Director for Scientific 
Intelligence , the undersigned Panel of Scientific Consultants has met to 
evaluate any possible threat to national security posed by Ifaidentified 
Flying Object,© ("Flying Saucers"), and to make recommendations thereon. 

The Panel has received the; evidence an presented by cognizant intelli- 
gence agencies, primarily the Air Technical Intelligence Center, and has 
reviewed & selection, of the beat documented incidents „ 

2 As a result of its considerations, the Panel concludes i 
&„ That the evidence presented on Unidentified Flying 
Objects shows no indication that these phenomena constitute 
a direct physical threat to national security , 

He firmly believe that there 1b no residuum of cases which indicates 
•phenomena which are attributable to foreign artifacts capable of hostile 
acts, and that there is no evidence that the phenomena indicate a need 
for the revision of current, scientific concepts.- 
3. The Panel further co ncludes : 

a. That the continued emphasis on the reporting of 
these phenomena does, in these parlous times, result in a 
threat to the orderly functioning of the protective organa 
of the body politic f 

be eltv *jb .'vxsH.oj.-es the rlo^cvag of .-ivARsels of communication by irrelevant 
reports , the danger of being 1-rd by continued false alarms to ignore real 
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indications of hostile action, and the cultivation of a morbid nations), 
psychology in which skillful hostile propaganda could induce hysterical 
behavior and harmful distrust of duly constituted authority . 

4 „ In order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities 
for the timely recognition and the appropriate handling of true indications 
of hostile action, and to minimize the concomitant dangers alluded, to 
above, the Panel recommends t 

a, That the national security agencies take immediate steps 
to strip the Unidentified Plying Objects of the special status they 
have been given and the aura of mystery they have unfortunately 
acquired; 

be That the national security agencies institute policies 
on intelligence, training, and public education designed to prepare 
the material defenses and the- morale of the country to recognise 
most, promptly and to react most effectively to true indications 
of hostile intent or action. 

We suggest tha t these alms may be achieved by an integrated program 
designed to reassure the public of the total lack of evidence of inimical, 
forces behind the phenomena* to train personnel to recognize and reject- 
false indications quickly and effectively, and to strengthen regular 
channels for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to true indications'. 


of hostile measures, 

fa j Lloy d V Bec kner 
Associated Universities, Inc, 

Uf h. lb Rdbertscn_ s Ghslrman . 

California Institute of Technology hi s ° A - Cog^j 

Brodkhsven national Laboratories 

/s/ Luis W Alvarez 

tfcdvSrsity^T California “ isL-SSSSBSSS. L£2E--~_~-™« 

Johns Hopkins University 

SACHET 
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL ON 

Released in MORI unidentified flying objects 

14 - 17 January 1953 


lo Seventy-five case histories of sightings 1951 - 1952 (selected by 
ATIC as those best documented) „ 

2 0 ATIC Status and Progress Reports of Project GRDOuE and Project 
BUJE BOOK (code names for ATIC study of subject) o 

3o Progress Reports of Project STORK (code name for Battelle Manorial 
Institute contract work supporting ATIC) . 

4o Summary Report of Sightings at Holloman Air Force Base, New Meadeoo 

5o Report of USAF Research Center, Cambridge, Maas u , Investigation Of 
"Green Fireball" Phenomena (Project TWINKLE),, 

60 Outline of Investigation of U o F o 0 o 9 8 Proposed by Kirtland Air Force 
Basse (Project POUNCE) 0 

? H Motion Picture Films of sightings at Tremonton, Utah, 2 July 1952 
and Great Falls, Montana, August 1950 o 

S u Summary Report of S9 selected cases of sightings of various 
categories (Formations, Blinking Lights, Hovering, etc a ) 0 

9 , Draft of man u a ls “How to Make a FLYOBRPT*, prepared at ATSJ 0 

10 o Chart Showing Plot of Geographic Location of Unexplained Sightings 
in the United States during 1952* 

llo Chart Showing Balloon Launching Sites in the United States 0 

12 0 Charts Showing Selected Actual Balloon Flight Paths and Relation 
to Reported Sighting* e 

13 o CJiarts Showing Frequency of Reports of Sightings, 1948 - 1952 C 

14« Charts Showing Categories of Explanations of Sightings „ 

15 o Kodachrome Transparencies of Polyethylene Film Balloons in Bright 
Sunlight Showing High Rail activity 0 
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■16s .Motion picture of seagulls in bright sunlight showing 


roflo- ’ IvAiy* 


l?o Intelligence Reports Relating to U«S*S«R 0 Interoat in 0„ S, Sightings, 


18o Senplos of Official CSAF Reporting For mn and Copies of Pertinent 
Air Foa.*ca, Aray and Navy Orders Relating to Subject,. 


19 •» Saapls Polyethylene *H31<sr* Balloon (54 inches square) , 


20.! "Variations in Radar Coverage** JAHP Ml (Mutual illustrating urisual 
operating characteristics of Service vadar) 0 


21 a Miscellaneous . of f idol letters and foreign Intelligence report* 
dealing with subject 


22 e Cepiee of popular published works dealing with subject (articles 
in periodicals* newspaper clippings and bo-oka) , 
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